THE

HISTORY OF PUBLIC WORKS
IN THE UNITED STATES
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United States Army Corps of Construction began on the The first effectively Yellowstone National Park,
Engineers was founded by National Road, the first major planned sewer system in said to be the first national
George Washington. US highway built by the the country is constructed park, was established by
Federal Government. in Brooklyn, New York. the US Congress and
® signed into law.
® o

ST

1914 1893

The American Association of The Office of Road Inquiry under General Stone
State Highway Officials (AASHO),
which would later become

AASHTO was founded.

is established in the Department of Agriculture.
Functions would later be expanded in 1905 into the
Office of Public Roads, and then again expanded
into the Bureau of Public Roads.

1966 1956

The United States Also known as the National Interstate and Defense

Department of Highways Act, the Federal-Aid Highway Act was

Transportation was signed into law authorizing the original $25

. \ billion for the construction of 41,000 miles of the
signed into law.

072 | PR

The Clean Water Act was passed to

Interstate Highway System.

2012 v

Moving Ahead for Progress in the
21st Century Act (MAP-21), which
places emphasis on risk-based asset
management planning and the need
for asset management systems, is

restore and maintain the chemical,
physical and biological integrity of
the water in the US by preventing

pollution sources. . :
signed into law.

What's Next? ©

An increasing focus on proactively maintaining and developing public works
projects is likely to continue. Technology will be a huge driver as governments
and citizens demand safer, efficient and cost effective infrastructure.

AssetWORKS

AssetWorks EAM is a comprehensive asset management system that handles all aspects of public infrastructure management

including complex networks of linear and boundary-based assets such as roads, pipelines and parks.
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